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Sunday, January 1
st

 
First Sunday of Christmas  
8:30 AM Pre-Service Prayer 

9:00 AM Sunday SchoolðAdults 
10:00 AM Worship Service with Holy Communion  

 
Sunday, January 8

th
 

The Baptism of our Lord  
8:30 AM Pre-Service Prayer 

9:00 AM Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 AM Celebrate Worship Service with Holy Communion  

 
Sunday, January 15

th
 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany  
8:30 AM Pre-Service Prayer 

9:00 AM Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 AM Worship Service with Holy Communion  

11:30 AM Annual Meeting 

 
Sunday, January 22

nd
 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany  
8:30 AM Pre-Service Prayer 

9:00 AM Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 AM  Worship Service with Holy Communion 

 
Sunday, January 29

th
 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  
8:30 AM Pre-Service Prayer 

9:00 AM Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 AM Worship Service with Holy Communion  

 
  

2012  



 

 

 

 

 

All is lost.  All is found. 
 

It is the beginning of a new year.  If Alka-Seltzer has taken care of some of your needs, Alleluias are 

the next step into 2012. 
 

2011 is lost now.   
 

All that it was is part of the history of each of us.  Did you drink to ñauld lang syneò?  A lot of people 

joined you ï some in joy and some in sorrow. 
 

2011 was a tough year for the Parish Family.  Changes were not anticipated and not enjoyed very 

much.  Letting go of ñold, old daysò is hard, and is best done with attention to the loss.  And a glass of 

wine or of Alka-Seltzer. 
 

2012 is found now. 
 

What will it bring into each of our lives?  Who knows?   
 

There will be other losses which take their toll.  2012 may be the year that is chiseled into the granite 

of a tombstone for any of us.  Relationships which have been a delight will have to be left behind.     
 

The blessing that leads to Alleluias is that life will be found in 2012.  Smiles will be on the faces of 

each and all.  A new born baby will have 2012 written on her birth certificate.  People will grow more 

fully into their truest selves ï sometimes with great leaps; at other times in fits and starts.  It is easiest 

to see the growth in the children among us.  But, in the economy of God we are all children. 
 

Alleluias will also be the order of the day when the new Pastor of Shepherd of the Hills is in-

stalled.  Another chapter will begin.  The joys and sorrows of community life will move into Godôs fu-

ture ï thankfully with the grace and truth that the Child brings among us. 
 

Concerning 2012.  I routinely tell my children and grandchild that it is my duty to worry for them.  It is 

not as necessary as it is a regular part of my life.  Alas. 
 

It falls to me to tell you that I remain worried about 2012 and the arrival of the new Pastor.  There are 

issues of loss, anger, and confusion that remain from 2011.  They do need attention. 
 

There will be a few opportunities to think about loss, anger, and confusion.  I hope that you will take 

advantage of them and be well prepared to welcome the new Pastor without baggage from 

2011.  Please prayerfully consider participating in the opportunities. 
 

All is lost.  2011 is part of our history. 

All is found.  2012 is the future into which God is calling us. 
 

Godôs peace,  RLC 

 

 

Pastor Pages  



 

 

 

 

                            CHOIR UPDATE  

Our next rehearsal will be on Thursday January 26
th
 at 7:30pm  in the sanctuary to 

prepare music for January.  Be assured that no experience is necessary to sing with 

us.  We would love to have any newcomers try out a couple of rehearsals to see what 

it is like.  Talk to Jeff or Marilyn Jewell to answer questions you might have.  
 

 

 

          CELEBRATE REHEARSAL FOR JANUARY  
 

Join us for Celebrate Worship Team rehearsal on Thursday, January 5th at 7:00pm. 
 

 

 

 

 PRAYER TIME FOR WORSHIP ï SUNDAYS 8:30 A M 

It says in the Parish Mission Statement that weôre a: ñChrist ï centered, prayerful 

community.  We pray intentionally for our worship services, for the pastor, for all 

members that come to worship, for all the guests that come to visit.  In the bulletin it 

says: ñIt is no accident that you are here.  Weôve been praying for you.ò  Come to-

gether as a congregation to pray, to lift up our time of worship and all who attend.  Time and place:  

Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM in the Prayer Chapel. 

 

                 PARISH DIRECTORY UPDATE 

We would like to print a new a Parish Directory.  Please verify that your address, 

phone number and email are correct in the current pictorial directory.  Please 

notify the office if you have any changes. 

MOCHA MOSQUITO UPDATE 
 

The ELCA drive to raise funds to combat mosquitoes and malaria continues.  The bowl on the   nar-

thex table is for contributions.  We have raised $254.00 to date. 

  Music & Worship  
 

MUSICIANS NEEDED FOR SPECIAL MUSIC  

Calling all musicians, soloist, duos or groups. We are looking for people to per-

form special music during worship. Please contact Ardell Razor if you can help 

 425-333-6603. 



 

 Worship  
 

 
Music & Worship  

 

Pageant Reflections by Lisa Whatley  

It is such a blessing to share my love of worship with the Sunday School children   

as their pageant director year after year.  I planned my first Shepherd of the Hills 

pageant in 1994, encouraged by Pastor Riede, mentored by Carolyn Firl ï and newly pregnant 

(and woozy!) with Mikenna.  Since then I have been so inspired over the years by Sue Potts, 

Marilyn Jewell, Dianne Kutzke, Marlice Gilmore, Karen Stillwellé  And one thing I always think of 

is something interim Pastor Barden told me, ñthat children soak things up like a spongeò and that 

their faith is ñcaught, not taughtò.  We offer the children all that we believe and trust that God will 

burn that into their little hearts ï whether they ñperformò (squeeze out their sponge!) at any given 

time is not the purpose.  I also think of the pageant as a gift to our Pastor every year for them to 

relax and reflect on their part in each of our faith stories.  This particular season I am clinging to 

PEACE as affected in me by Pastor Drahus.  PEACE in knowing that it is all in Godôs hands,      

not our planning but HIS PLAN.  Thank you, Shepherd of the Hills family, for giving me the         

opportunity to live my faith story in your midst with my passion for youth in worship and with the gift 

of HEAVENLY PEACE. 
 

 

 

BOOK REVIEWS ( by Marlice Gilmore)  
 

Biographies that inspired us: George MacDonald by Michel Phillips:       A theolo-

gian, poet, novelist, preacher, scientist, and essayist, George MacDonald was the 

one whose writings helped lead C.S.Lewis to Christ. Our church library also has a number of Mac-

Donald's novels, all of which we heartily recommend. 

The Shame and the Sacrifice by Edwin Robinson.   Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a brilliant German 

theologian and writer who realized the evil of the Nazi regime and opposed it and the German 

Christian Church, which supported it. 

He and others were trying to overthrow Hitler, were arrested and Bonheffer was hanged. His writ-

ings include The Cost of Discipleship and Letters from Prison. 

 
 
 

UPDATE FROM YOUR CALL COMMITTEE : 
 

Your call committee met with Rev. Jan Nesse, Assistant to the Bishop, on Monday Nov. 14th. We 
received candidate names.  Skype interviews were conducted.  Follow up interviews have been 
completed with three candidates.   
 

Your Call Committee has taken a vow of confidentiality, so please don't ask us for candidate infor-
mation. Please do keep us, the candidates, and the congregation in your prayers throughout the 
Call process. Thank you for your continued patience. 
 

Chris Anderson, Laura Radek, Trent Whatley, Don Benson, Linda Engert and Karen Stillwell 

 

 



 

 

 

 
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  

 

You are invited to Wednesday morning Bible Study led by Marlice Gilmore.  We will 

meet for Bible study on January 11 at 10 AM at the Gilmore home in Providence 

Point.  Couples and singles are welcome.  For directions, please call 391-6614 or email    

jomagilmore@mac.com. 

 

 

 

Youth &  Education  

         
                 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

 

We welcome everyone to join the adult class meeting every Sunday morning at         

9:00 a.m. in the library. We will finish the Gospel of St. John on January 1st and 

will be studying the Acts of the Apostles for the remaining four Sundays in January. 

               

       NURSERY AND CHILDRENôS ACTIVITIES 

At this point weôve decided to discontinue the Youth room activities for the older 

children during the sermon and prayer time.  

Please find activity sheets, pens and markers that are at the Ark right as you en-

ter the Sanctuary, these are wonderful work sheets, puzzles, and word games that can help enter-

tain the older kids during the sermon and prayer time.     

  

We will have an Adult and a youth available each Sunday welcoming children from birth to six 

years old into the Nursery room. 

 

 

LOOKING FOR NURSERY HELPERS  
 Please see Terry Akre or Nursery door sign-up for available dates to serve.  We 

need a helper and one Youth to sit at 10:00 AM worship time. The kids are really 

fantastic and allot of fun, come and join us for a Sunday, you will fall in love with 

them too!!   



 

 

FROM KARI-YOUTH DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Something Fun:  

 

Middle Schoolers:  
 

On January 20th, we will be joining the NW Synod on the Greatest Overnight (GO!). We will be 

meeting at SOH at 7pm and will leave to go to St. Luke's church in Bellevue. It will be an exciting 

night of action! Check the flyer on the youth bulletin for more information and a list of the exciting 

games and activities! Event is $30 and due to Kari by January 8th. 

 

High Schoolers:  
 

The ski and snowboard retreat is scheduled for the 13-16th. We have received word from Camp 

Lutherwood that it may not be happening this year, due to low enrollment. If this is the case, we 

will go somewhere else fun for a retreat. Details to come, please leave that weekend open! 

 

*Something to Feed Your Faith:  
 

Feed your faith will be happening on January 29th this month, due to the ski retreat. We will have 

delicious food, a fun new game, music worship and a guest speaker. You won't want to miss this 

one! Come at 6pm, ready to be fed physically and spiritually. 

 

*Something to help others:  
 

On Friday January 27th, the youth will be doing the Hot Meals at the City Center. This is a great 

way to help others, meet new friends and serve those in need.  We will be meeting at the church 

at 4:30 to take the food down to the center, and then we will serve the guests. Please come and 

help serve the delicious meals to the people of Issaquah. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Youth & Education  



 

 

ISSAQUAH HOT MEALS  
 

A HUGE Thank You to all the faithful who have shopped, cooked, donated, and/or served 

at Issaquah Hot Meals this past year and past years!  The clients we serve are truly appre-

ciative and feel blessed by the wonderful meal provided every month. I don't always take 

the time to thank you individually as I should, so hope you will accept my gratitude in being 

able to help nourish the folks at the Firehouse the 4th. Friday of the month.  You are awesome giv-

ers!     Denice 
 

WOMEN IN MISSION 

Join the Women in Mission for a fun time of fellowship and meaningful easy work  on 

January 24 .  No sewing experience necessary to assemble the quilts for Lutheran World 

Relief.  Please note the date as this is one week earlier than we would normally 

meet.  We start at 9:00 and work until 2:00 --- come for an hour or two or come for the 

entire time, bringing a sack lunch.   All are welcome!  

 
DO NOTHINGS GROUP 

 

This group is a part of Womenôs ministry and gets together from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm once a month  

for a wonderful time of visiting and fellowship.  The Do Nothings will be meeting on January 9th, at    

the home of Jane McDowell.  You are welcome to invite a friend.  Please bring your own lunch; coffee, 

tea and dessert will be served.  If you have any questions, please contact Jane at 425-643-0980.     

See you there! 
 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER 
 

The Progressive Dinner date is in the works (looking at February) and suggestions/

volunteers regarding menu/venue can be communicated to Lisa & Trent Whatley, or 

Sally Slippern. Thank you in advance! 

 

12th NIGHT OPEN HOUSE 
 

You are invited to a 12th Night Open House at the Gilmore residence on January 5th from  

7:30-9:30pm.  Please bring your favorite Christmas story or joke.  For directions, please call 391-6614. 

 

      PRAYER CHAIN 

To add a prayer to the Prayer Chain, or if you are interested in joining the Prayer Chain, please 

contact Mary Ardissono  via email at jmlpsa@comcast.net or via phone at 425-557-0263. If you 

would like Pastor to pray for someone during the Sunday service,  please contact the church 

office, and the first name of the person you wish to be prayed for  will be mentioned during 

prayer petitions. 

 

Ministry & Fellowship  

mailto:jmlpsa@comcast.net

